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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

NATURAL RESOURCES DEFENSE COUNCIL, 
INC.; CENTER FOR BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY; 
FRIENDS OF MINNESOTA SCIENTIFIC AND 
NATURAL AREAS, 

Plaintiffs, 

             v. 

UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE 
SERVICE, MARTHA WILLIAMS, in her official 
capacity as Principal Deputy Director of the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service; UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Federal Defendants. 

Civ. No. 1:21-cv-00770-ABJ 

SUPPLEMENTAL DECLARATION OF THOMAS E. CASEY 

I, Thomas E. Casey, declare as follows:  

1. I provided a declaration for submission to the Court in December 2021 discussing

my concern that the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) failure to designate critical habitat 

for the rusty patched bumble bee is likely to harm my ability to view the bee.  

2. I would like to supplement my declaration to express additional concerns about

the effects of the Service’s failure to designate critical habitat for the bee. 

3. All statements in my prior declaration remain accurate.

4. As stated in my previous declaration, I plan to continue looking for the rusty

patched bumble bee in parks in the Twin Cities area, including Gale Woods Farm and Carver 

Park Reserve (collectively, “the Parks”), and the Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge 

(“the Refuge”). I have reviewed the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s Status Assessment, 

RPBB0190, and determined that each of these places is within Ecoregion 220.  
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5. I have not seen the bee in the Parks or the Refuge yet, but I believe it is likely that 

I could in the future. Not only are they within High and Low Potential Zones described by the 

Service on its website,1 but I have seen that they contain a mixture of woods and leaf litter that is 

needed for overwintering queens, as well as a variety of flowering plants for foraging. Based on 

this information, I also think there is a good chance that these areas could be designated as 

critical habitat, if the Service were to reverse its Not-Prudent Decision.  

6. In my prior declaration, I expressed my concern that actions at the Refuge, which 

are governed by the Service’s management plan for the Refuge, are likely to harm the bee if 

critical habitat is not designated in this area. Since that time, I have seen a newly posted page on 

the Refuge website, attached as Exhibit A, which describes specific ongoing projects at the 

Refuge. These include: (a) replacement of a gas pipeline which will require heavy machinery to 

be brought into the park on Bluff Trail and removal of vegetation; (b) herbicide use and mowing 

intended to restore prairie habitat on the Rapids Lake property; and (c) landscaping activities at 

the Bloomington Education and Visitor Center. These actions seem like they have the potential 

to degrade the bee’s habitat. I believe that, if critical habitat were designated for the rusty 

patched bumble bee in the Refuge, these and other similar actions would need to be analyzed for 

their potential impacts to the bee’s habitat. This would make it more likely that they would be 

carried out in ways that prevent or minimize harm to that habitat. This, in turn, would increase 

my likelihood of seeing the bee in the Refuge. 

7. I have seen other parks in the Twin Cities area fragmented by construction of new 

trails for mountain biking and other activities. I know that fragmentation continues to threaten 

the bee and I worry that planned projects at the Refuge will contribute to this threat.  

 
1 See https://www.fws.gov/species/rusty-patched-bumble-bee-bombus-affinis/map.  
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8. The Parks are adjacent to private lands with a mixture of residential development 

(including lawns), agriculture, and other uses. Gale Woods Farm is also an active farm where I 

have seen cultivation of alfalfa and hay. Based on conversations with Three Rivers Park District 

(the owners), I know that the farm is not organic, meaning they likely use pesticides. The Refuge 

is similarly adjacent to agriculture, urban development, and the Minnesota-St. Paul International 

Airport. There is even a catchment basin within the Refuge, where water runs off from the 

airport.  

9. I have learned about neonicotinoid insecticides and the risks they pose to bees. I 

am also aware that the Service has identified pesticides, and specifically neonicotinoids, as a 

significant threat to the rusty patched bumble bee. I know that neonicotinoids have been 

approved for use on these agricultural, industrial, and residential areas within Minnesota. I also 

know that neonicotinoids are particularly good at contaminating the environment beyond the 

areas where they are applied. Although the Minnesota Department of Agriculture has developed 

voluntary “best management practices” concerning the use of neonicotinoids, it has not banned 

these pesticides. For these reasons, I believe it is likely that their use in and around the Parks, the 

Refuge, and other areas where I look for the bee reduces my ability to see the bee.  

10. I am aware that the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) is currently 

reviewing its approval of neonicotinoid insecticides under the Federal Insecticide Fungicide and 

Rodenticide Act. I also know that EPA’s review requires the Agency to consult with the Service 

regarding the effects of those pesticides on endangered species and their critical habitat, and that 

EPA can restrict uses of neonicotinoids to reduce their negative effects. I believe that if critical 

habitat were designated in or around the areas where I search for the bee, the added scope of 

review during the consultation process would make it more likely that EPA will impose 
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restrictions on neonicotinoid use in those areas. I also believe that any added restrictions on these 

bee-toxic insecticides would improve my chances of viewing the bee.  
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Exhibit A 
 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Minnesota Valley Refuge- Construction and 
Maintenance Projects, https://www.fws.gov/story/2021-12/minnesota-valley-

refuge-construction-and-maintenance-projects (Dec. 21, 2021) 
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