
President Joe Biden April 20, 2022 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20500. 

 
Dear Mr. President: 

 
We write as natural resource and climate scientists deeply concerned about climate impacts and threats 
to biodiversity from continuing deforestation and degradation. While reducing emissions is essential to 
combat the climate crisis, taking maximum advantage of natural climate solutions is equally 
indispensable. Preserving mature forests and large trees is our most effective and efficient near-term 
opportunity to protect and enhance the forest carbon sinks and reservoirs recognized in Article 5.1 of 
the Paris Climate Agreement. It also squarely responds to the recent Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change report that “Safeguarding biodiversity and ecosystems is fundamental to climate 
resilient development.” To avoid extreme consequences from climate change, the world must greatly 
improve conservation of these resources. 

Older forests provide the most above-ground carbon storage potential on Earth, with mature forests 
and larger trees driving most accumulation of forest carbon in the critical next few decades. Left 
vulnerable to logging, though, they cannot fulfill these vital functions. 

The United States has a profound responsibility to lead by example on forest protections if we expect 
other, less affluent, nations to do their essential part. Fortunately, most remaining mature forests and 
big trees in the U.S. grow on federal lands. This means succeeding at home and leading abroad on the 
critical climate front is within the immediate control of the Executive Branch. Federal land managers, 
however, continue to fall short in doing what they must to secure these vast carbon and biodiversity 
reservoirs. Too frequently, they still authorize logging of older stands and sell off large, carbon-rich 
trees at the expense of climate and ecosystem values. 

Mr. President, you can fix this on your own without relying on an uncertain Congress. You have the 
authority to direct your land management agencies to undertake a joint rulemaking, securing forest 
carbon resources and related ecological co-benefits across federal forestlands. Much as President 
Clinton did with the landmark Roadless Area Conservation Rule, you can direct your land management 
agencies to adopt, through a robust and inclusive public process, durable regulations that end their 
avoidable logging of mature forests and large trees. 

Protecting mature forests and large trees on federal forestlands would set an important, highly visible 
example for other major forest-holding nations to follow as they address climate change threats. But it 
would also help stem the biodiversity crisis and secure for Americans the ecosystem benefits most 
valued from our public forests. Older forests provide cool, shaded forest interiors for sensitive species 
and those needing time to migrate and adapt to changing environments. Large trees create vital habitat 
structure and complexity for imperiled fish, other aquatic life, and terrestrial species. They store and 
gradually release clean drinking water for millions of Americans while mitigating flood and fire impacts 
resulting from climate-driven increases in erratic and severe weather events. Finally, such forests and 
legacy trees attract visitors and inspire awe, supporting recreation and rural economies. 
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We applaud the federal government’s renewed commitment under your leadership to address the 
existential threats of climate change and biodiversity loss. Our federal forests are critical components of 
those efforts. Please act as quickly as you can, to optimize their contributions as natural climate 
solutions so that our Nation can provide an urgently needed standard for forest protections globally. 

 
Respectfully,1 

 

William H. Schlesinger 
President Emeritus 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 

 
Norman L. Christensen 
Professor Emeritus and Founding Dean 
Nicholas School of the Environment 
Duke University 

 
Reed F. Noss 
President 
Florida Institute for Conservation Science 

 
Jamison B. Ervin 
Manager, Nature for Development 
United Nations Development Programme 

 
Dominick DellaSala 
Chief Scientist 
Wild Heritage 

 
Stephen C. Trumbulak 
Emeritus Professor of Biology and Env’l Studies 
Middlebury College 

 
Brendan Mackey 
Director, Climate Action Beacon 
Griffith University, Australia 

 
William J. Ripple 
University Distinguished Professor of Ecology 
Oregon State University 

 
Cara Nelson 
Professor of Restoration Ecology 
University of Montana 

Beverly E. Law 
Professor Emeritus of Global Change Biology & 

Terrestrial Systems Science 
Oregon State University College of Forestry 

 
William R. Moomaw 
Professor Emeritus of Intl. Environmental Policy 
Fletcher School of Law and diplomacy 

 
Stuart Pimm 
Doris Duke Professor of Conservation Ecology 
Nicholas School of the Environment 
Duke University 

 
Tania Schoennagel 
Institute of Arctic and Alpine Research 
University of Colorado, Boulder 

 
Peter H. Raven 
President Emeritus 
Missouri Botanical Garden 

 
Andy MacKinnon 
School of Resource and Environmental Mgt. 
Simon Fraser University, Canada 

 
Wayne Walker 
Carbon Program Director 
Woodwell Climate Research Center 

 
Faisal Moola 
Associate Professor of Geography 
University of Guelph, Canada 

 
Donald M. Waller 
John Curtis Professor of Botany, Retired 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
 
 

 

1 Affiliations of signatories are listed for identification purposes only and do not imply institutional endorsement. 
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Paul Schaeffer 
Associate Professor 
Miami University of Ohio 

 
John Vickery 
Colorado, USA 

 
Jack Sobel 
Little Falls Watershed Alliance 

 
Matthew J. Rubino 
Research Scholar 
North Carolina State University 

 
Thomas M. Power 
Professor Emeritus Economics 
University of Montana 

 
John M. Marzluff 
Professor of Wildlife Science 
University of Washington 

 
Elizabeth A. Horvath 
Associate Professor of Biology 
Westmont College 

 
Rob Mrowka 
Forest Ecologist, Retired 
New York, USA 

 
Marni Koopman 
Climate Change Scientist 
Geos Institute 

 
James R. Strittholt 
President 
Conservation Biology Institute 

 
James A. Quinn 
Professor Emeritus 
Rutgers University 

 
Thomas W. Sherry 
Professor of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology 
Tulane University 

Carl Baker 
Research Scientist of Genomics, Retired 
University of Washington Seattle 

 
William D. Anderson Jr. 
Professor Emeritus Grice Marine Biological Lab 
College of Charleston 

 
Inés Ibáñez 
Professor 
University of Michigan 

 
Ken Helms 
Research Affiliate 
University of Vermont 

 
Philip J. Nyhus 
Professor of Environmental Studies 
Colby College 

 
Judith S. Weis 
Professor Emerita Biological Sciences 
Rutgers University 

 
Garry Rogers 
President 
Agua Fria Open Space Alliance Inc. 

 
Michael C. Swift 
Assistant Professor Emeritus of Biology 
St. Olaf College 

 
Bernd Blossey 
Professor of Natural Resources and the Env’t. 
Cornell University 

 
Malcolm Hunter 
Emeritus Professor of Wildlife Ecology 
University of Maine 

 
Dr. Neville Winchester 
Senior Laboratory Instructor, Biology 
University of Victoria, Canada 

 
Lee E. Frelich 
Director, Center for Forest Ecology 
University of Minnesota 
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Craig C. Downer 
Wildlife Ecologist 
Andean Tapir Fund 

 
Melissa Savage 
Associate Professor Emerita of Geography 
University of California Los Angeles 

 
Scott Black 
Executive Director 
Xerces Society for Invertebrate Conservation 

 
Glenn E. Walsberg 
Professor Emeritus, School of Life Sciences 
Arizona State University 

 
William D. Newmark 
Research Curator 
University of Utah 

 
John R. Cannon 
Director 
Conservation Biology Institute 

 
Timothy Spira 
Emeritus Professor of Botany 
Clemson University 

 
Sophie Gilbert 
Associate Professor of Fish and Wildlife Sciences 
University of Idaho 

 
Edward Huang 
Principal Researcher 
California Institute of Env’t’l Design and Mgt. 

 
Anthony Snider 
Associate Professor of Environmental Sciences 
University of North Carolina Wilmington 

 
Vicki Watson 
Emeritus Professor of Environmental Studies 
University of Montana 

 
Gary Carnefix 
Organismal Biology and Ecology 
University of Montana 

Gene E. Likens 
Founding President Emeritus 
Cary Institute of Ecosystem Studies 

 
Robert Good 
Epidemiologist, Retired 
US Department of Agriculture 

 
Jerry Freilich 
Research Coordinator, Retired 
Olympic National Park 

 
William Scott Armbruster 
Senior Research Scientist 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

 
Mary Edwards 
Prof. Emerita of Geography and Env’t’l Science 
University of Southampton, England 

 
Eric Burr 
Seasonal Nat’l Park and Forest Ranger, Retired 
Methow Trails 

 
Karen Holl 
Professor of Environmental Studies 
University of California Santa Cruz 

 
Mitchell M. Johns 
Professor Emeritus of Soil and Plant Science 
California State University Chico 

 
Jay H. Jones 
Professor Emeritus of Biology and Biochemistry 
University of La Verne 

 
Daniel Feller 
Western Region Ecologist 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources 

 
Ralph Powell 
Associate Professor of Chemistry 
Eastern Michigan University 

 
Alan R. Pierce 
Hardscrabble Associates 
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Travis Marsico 
Professor of Botany 
Arkansas State University 

 
William L. Baker 
Emeritus Professor of Ecology 
University of Wyoming 

 
Roger A Powell 
Professor Emeritus of Applied Ecology 
North Carolina State University 

 
John A. Gerwin 
Research Curator Ornithology 
North Carolina Museum of Natural Sciences 

 
William S. Alverson 
Senior Conservation Ecologist, Retired 
The Field Museum 

 
Amy Y. Rossman 
Research Leader, Retired 
USDA-ARS Mycology Laboratory 

 
Jon Brodziak 
University of Hawaii 

 
Kai M. A. Chan 
Professor and Canada Research Chair 
The Univ. of British Columbia, Canada 

 
Peter A. Quinby 
Chair and Chief Scientist 
Ancient Forest Exploration and Research 
Canada 

 
Brian Czech 
Executive Director 
Ctr. for the Advancement of the Steady State 
Economy 

 
Linda Howard 
Center for Biology and Society 
Arizona State University 

 
Alex Krevitz 
Independent Biologist 
California, USA 

Thomas L. Fleischner 
Senior Advisor and Director Emeritus 
Natural History Institute 

 
Christopher Still 
Professor of Forest Ecosystem Science 
Oregon State University 

 
Sarah Adloo 
Co-Executive Director 
Old-Growth Forest Network 

 
Alexandra Del Favero-Campbell 
UTHealth (USA) and Dalhousie University 
(Canada) 

 
Alexandre Rubinstein 
University of Texas Health Sciences Center at 
Houston 

 
Gabriel Fries 
University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston 

 
Christopher Beeghly 
University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston 

 
Evan Frost 
Conservation Biologist 
Wildwood Consulting 

 
Michael Paul Nelson 
Professor of Env’t’l Ethics and Philosophy 
Oregon State University 

 
Eileen Crist 
Associate Professor Emerita Department of 
Science Technology and Society 
Virginia Tech 

 
John Harte 
Professor of the Graduate School 
University of California Berkeley 

 
Franz Baumann 
Member of the Bd. of Trustees and Sr. Fellow 
Hertie School, Berlin, Germany 
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Anne H. Ehrlich 
Sr. Research Scientist emerita Dept. of Biology 
Stanford University 

 
Benjamin T. Phalan 
Head of Conservation 
Parque das Aves 
Brazil 

 
Paul R. Ehrlich 
Bing Professor of Population Studies Emeritus 
and Pres. of the Ctr. for Conservation Biology 
Stanford University 

 
L Jean O'Neil 
Ecologist, Retired 
US Army Corps of Engineers 

 
Vicki Tripoli 
Science Advisory Board 
Geos Institute 

 
Andrew Balmford 
Professor of Conservation Science 
University of Cambridge, England 

 
Pamela S. Soltis 
Distinguished Professor and 
Director, Biodiversity Institute 
University of Florida 

 
Stephen T. Tettelbach 
Professor Emeritus of Biology 
Long Island University 

 
Jason Koontz 
Professor of Biology and Environmental Studies 
Augustana College 

 
James M. Corven 
Professor of Biology, Retired 
Bristol Community College 

 
Sara Scanga 
Professor and Chair of Biology 
Utica University 

Rodolfo Dirzo 
Department of Biology 
Stanford University 

 
Alana Bradley 
University of Texas Health Science Center at 
Houston 

 
Kristian Steensen Nielsen 
Research Associate of Env’t’l Psychology 
University of Cambridge, England 

 
Jonathan Evans 
Department of Biology 
University of the South 

 
Paula M. Schiffman 
Professor of Biology 
California State University Northridge 

 
Brian Linkhart 
Biology Professor 
Colorado College 

 
Eric Rechel 
Adjunct Professor 
Colorado Mesa University 

 
Thomas T. Veblen 
Distinguished Professor Emeritus 
University of Colorado Boulder 

 
John T. Ratti 
Wildlife Ecology Research Scientist, Retired 
University of Idaho 

 
Bruce G. Baldwin 
Professor of Integrative Biology 
University of California Berkeley 

 
John Mull 
Professor of Zoology 
Weber State University 

 
Paul Schaeffer 
Associate Professor of Biology 
Miami University 
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Craig Benkman 
Professor Ecology 
University of Wyoming 

 
William D. Anderson Jr. 
Professor Emeritus 
Grice Marine Biological Laboratory 
College of Charleston 

 
Jay Jones 
University of La Verne 

 
F Stuart Chapin III 
Emeritus Professor of Ecology 
University of Alaska Fairbanks 

 
Alan Stemler 
Professor Emeritus Plant Biology 
University of California Davis 

 
Kathleen McCarthy 
Ecologist and Landscape Restoration Mgr. 
New York City Parks 

 
Bruce Kirchoff 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro 

 
Barry R. Noon 
Emeritus Professor, Department of Fish, 
Wildlife, and Conservation Biology 
Colorado State University 

 
Bill Hilton Jr. 
Executive Director 
Hilton Pond Center for Piedmont Nat’l History 

 
Gary K. Meffe 
Conservation Biologist, Retired 
University of Florida 

 
Andrew Kramer 
Faculty 
University of South Florida 

Anna Lavoie 
Assistant Professor 
Colorado State University 

 
Esther C. Peters 
Associate Professor of Environmental Science 
and Policy 
George Mason University 

 
Cheryl Harding 
Professor Emerita 
Hunter College CUNY 

 
James R. Karr 
Professor of Ecology Emeritus 
University of Washington 

 
Richard Nyhof 
Emeritus Professor of Biology 
Calvin College 

 
Thomas Newsome 
Senior Lecturer 
The University of Sydney, Australia 

 
Michael J. Baranski 
Emeritus Professor of Biology 
Catawba College 

 
Hanno Schaefer 
Head of Plant Biodiversity Research 
Technical University of Munich 
Germany 
 
Michael Dombeck 
Chief Emeritus 
USDA Forest Service 
 


